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Puritan Seitlement vpon a Widowed Land

It is unclear how Tisquantum arrived 3t Plymouth in March 1621. He may
have been exchanged between villages within the Wampanoag Confederac
or directed as an eruissary to the English settlers by confederacy leaders.”
Wampanoag leaders understood his utility in negotiating with the newly ar-
rived Puritans.

Once among the English, he famously helped withi the setilement's sui-
vival. Praise for his assistance abounds.® in the Native Northeast, 3 mastery
of languages was now as important as mastery of the sea, and the captive
trade had yielded a bilingual man. He may have tried to gather together the
remaining survivors of his Patuxet community and reestablish their home,
But amidst the devastation, he used translation, conversion, and even friend:
ships as strategies for survival

Tisquantum’s ability to move freely within the growing settlement helped
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it succeed. He gained the trust of Bradford and other Puritan leaders and
advised them on agriculture, fishing, and diplomacy. He brokered the ear-
4 liest agreement between Plymouth and the neighboring Wampanoag Con-
federacy, led by the Pokanoket leader Massasoit, an agreement we know as
Thanksgiving.

The first year of settlement had been difficult. Nearly half the settlers died
of disease or exposure. Under such pressures, mediation and trade, not just
their unwavering faith in Providence, were key to the Puritans’ survival.® The
ability of English settlers to make partnerships grew from the region’s dis-
ruptions, particularly its cycles of disease and captive taking. Death stalked
Plymouth as it did Native families. It compelled unanticipated compromises,
such as Thanksgiving. A curiously imagined event that mythologizes the Pu-
ritans’ first year, the holiday forgets the decades of European exploration, the
recent deaths, and pethaps above all the long-standing maritime economies
that nourished life. It imagines poultry as the region’s staple. If named at all,
the Wampanoag appear as the region’s only Indians and the Puritans the only
Europeans. As always, “Squanto” remains a go-between, perpetually stuck in-
between nations even at an event that he organized.®

As those gathered knew all too well, Plymouth was just one of several Euro-
pean outposts forming across the Atlantic world. Twelve months earlier, the
Mayflower had missed its anticipated arrival in Virginia, ending up closer to
the Dutch on the Hudson and the French farther north.® Other English colo-
! nies were also forming. In the West Indies, colonists settled in the Caribbean
! between 1624 and 1632: St. Christopher, Barbados, Nevis, Montserrat, and
Antigua.® Barbados and later Jamaica became the most profitable colonies in
the English empire, key links to New England’s economy.

Native powers in the lands between Massachusetts Bay, Cape Cod, and
Narragansett Bay were under the jurisdiction of the Wampanoag Confeder-
acy. They called these ancestral grounds Wopandank which, like all Native
landscapes, were marked by place-names, familiar paths, commemorative lo-
cations, and religious sites.?® It was a region full of bounty—but one now
racked by the aftermath of disease.

To their south in Rhode Island and Connecticut, the Puritans confronted
Narragansett and Pequot communities, rival confederacies that threatened
both Puritan and Wampanoag authority.” These confederacies had survived
the Great Pandemic in greater numbers the Wampanoag of Massachusetts.
As Dutch trader Johannes de Laet reported in 1625, “There are few inhabi-
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